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Area Muslims, Jews condemn massacre in Israel's West Bank 
Jim Jones 
Star-Telegram Writer 

Area Muslims mourned the massacre of fellow believers killed at a holy site near Jerusalem yesterday and also offered special prayers of consolation for victims' families. 

"This really is a great crime: killing people while they were praying at the site of Abraham's birth," said Imam Moujahed Bakhash of Fort Worth.


	Bakhash, who led worship services in which special prayers were said at the Islamic Association of Tarrant County mosque in west Fort Worth, said he hopes the media will condemn the act of terrorism as they do for acts of violence by Islamic people. 

"No one is standing up for the Muslims," he said. "We believe in God, anyway, and we understand God one day will establish justice." 

Likewise, Jewish leaders decried the killings at Hebron in Israel's West Bank. 

"I think it's an appalling and tragic atrocity," said Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger of Congregation Beth-El in Fort Worth. "It shows there are fanatics on both sides who would like to stop the peace talks." 

Differing views were expressed on whether the tragedy will derail Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

Fearing the worst was Suzy Barakat, a 20-year-old Palestinian taking foreign language and communications courses at the University of Texas at Arlington. 

"It definitely affects the peace talks," said Barakat, whose parents live in Jerusalem. "How is it supposed to get better if something like this happens? These are sacred places. At least have respect for that." 

But Imam Hatim Hamidullah of the Islamic Masjid Hassan in Fort Worth said the tragic event should not be a distraction from peace efforts. 

"It was a satanic act, but an isolated incident as far as I can tell," Hassan said. "It is not reflecting the feelings of all Jews. No God-fearing person wants someone to lose their life." 

In Richardson, a news conference condemning the killings was preceded by prayers at the Islamic Association of North Texas mosque. 

"The fact that the murderer, an American immigrant and a medical doctor, was capable of carrying out such a crime only points out the genocidal mentality within the Zionist movement," Nihad Awad said in a statement released at the news conference. 

Awad, a spokesman for the Islamic Association for Palestine in North America, said the massacre "is a direct result of the Israeli military occupation." 

Rabbi Keith Stern of Arlington's Congregation Beth-Shalom called the blood bath "a horrific incident that is to be condemned in the strongest of terms." 

Mark Briskman of Dallas, regional spokesman for the 

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, said the shootings were the act of an extremist attempting to halt the peace process. 

"We very strongly condemn this outragerous act of terrorism," he said. "Clearly, the killings of innocent people at worship is horrendous." 

Staff writer Lisa Black contributed to this report. 

Mideast violence 

Following is a list of violent attacks between Israelis and Palestinians that have resulted in high civilian death tolls since April 9, 1948. Israel was established May 14, 1948. 

April 9, 1948 - Radical underground Jewish fighters massacre upward of 200 Arab men, women and children in village of Deir Yassin. This prompts an exodus of Palestinians. 

Oct. 29, 1956 - Israeli troops kill 43 Arab civilians near the central Israeli town of Kafr Kasem when they unknowingly break a curfew. 

Nov. 22, 1968 - A Palestinian bomb explodes in the Mahane Yehuda market in Jerusalem and kills 12 Israelis and 2 Arabs. 

Feb. 13, 1970 - A bomb destroys a Swiss airplane bound from Zurich to Tel Aviv and kills all 47 on board. Of the victims, 17 were Israelis. 

May 30, 1972 - Japanese terrorists acting on behalf of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine open fire on passengers at Lod airport near Tel Aviv, kill 25 and wound 60, mostly Puerto Rican tourists. 

Sept. 6, 1972 - Palestine Liberation Organization terrorists kill 11 members of Israel's Olympic team during the Games in Munich, Germany. 

April 11, 1974 - Palestinian gunmen infiltrate the Israeli town of Kiryat Shmona and kill 16 civilians, mostly women and children. 

May 15, 1974 - Palestinian infiltrators hold 100 pupils hostage in a school in the town of Maalot in northern Israel. Israeli troops storm the building and kill three gunmen after they kill 21 children and wound 70. 

March 6, 1975 - Palestinian gunmen kill 18 civilians at a Tel Aviv Hotel. 

July 4, 1975 - A bomb explodes in downtown Jerusalem and kills 14 Israelis. 

March 11, 1978 - Arab gunmen landing from the sea rake an Israeli bus on the north-south coastal highway with gunfire, kill 37 and wound 82. 

April 16, 1988 - Israeli troops kill 16 Palestinians and wound 90 in the bloodiest day of unrest in the occupied territories sparked by the assassination of Palestinian leader Khalil Al Wazir, reportedly by Israeli commandos. 

July 6, 1989 - A Palestinian grabs the wheel of an Israeli bus and plunges it into a ravine; 15 passengers are killed and 26 are injured. 

May 20, 1990 - A soldier shoots dead seven Palestinian laborers and wounds 10 others in the Israeli town of Rishon Lezion. It sparks three days of rioting in which 13 more Palestinians die. 

Oct. 8, 1990 - Israeli police shoot dead 17 Palestinians and wound over 150 others in a melee on Jerusalem's Temple Mount in the bloodiest single attack since Israel captured the West Bank in the 1967 Six-Day War. 

Yesterday - A Jewish settler from New York armed with an automatic rifle and hand grenades kills at least 54 Palestinians and wounds at least 170 as they pray in a mosque. 

SOURCE: The Associated Press 


